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County

California 

We’ve Changed the Way  
business looks at doing  
business in California. 
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Merced County - the “other” California

Merced County will erase all of the misconceptions you have about doing business in California: 
“Government makes it too difficult to do business there.” 
“The cost of labor and living is too expensive.” 
“California doesn’t offer any incentives for attracting new business.”

Welcome to Merced County, California, the easiest place to do business in the hardest  
state to do business in. 

Here on the pro-business side of California you never thought existed, we are aggressively  
pursuing and attracting businesses expanding to or on the West Coast.

agriculture  |  food processing  |  Manufacturing 
transportation-distribution

Top Metros: Highest Growth In  
Manufacturing Sector Employment

% change in employment in the manu-
facturing sector from Jan. ‘14 - Jan. ‘15

Merced, CA + 26.2%1. 
Danville, IL + 14.9%2. 
Flint, MI + 14.8%3. 
Monroe, MI + 11.8%4. 
Tuscaloosa, AL + 10.8%5. 

Manufacturing growth:  #1 in us
The Merced County area is the fastest growing in the  
manufacturing sector nationally with a 26.2 percent  
growth from January, 2014 – January, 2015.  
Source: Merced Sun-Star & HeadlightData.com

agribusiness:  #3 in us
Merced County is the third largest agricultural economy  
in America, as reported by NewGeography, May, 2015.   
Madera County, located just south of Merced County,  
ranked number one in the report, further cementing the  
strength and influence this California region maintains on the national stage.
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the right plaCe, the right tiMe
Location

strategic location 

California’s $168.1 billion economy is the 8th largest in the world.  California exported to 229  
foreign economies in 2013.   

Merced County puts you in the heart of this economic engine with a centralized location and vast 
transportation infrastructure that provides easy connectivity for business.  Our central location is 
ideal for import and export opportunities throughout the United States, Mexico, South America  

and the Asian markets. 

The freeway system provides easy north-south and east-
west access to major markets, cargo airports and seaports.  
The nation’s two largest railroads, Burlington Northern Santa 
Fe Corp. and Union Pacific Corp., have major operations 
throughout California, offering business-efficient access to 
other key ports and distribution centers across the United 
States and into Mexico.

www.co.merced.ca.us
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Connected

San Jose

Sacramento

San Diego

Bakersfield

Los Angeles

San Francisco

MERCED
COUNTY

Port of Los Angeles

Port of Oakland

Port of San Francisco

Green Line Represents 
UPRR Rail Ownership

Port of Long Beach

Yellow Line Represents 
BNSF Rail Ownership

Orange Line Represents 
Public Agency Ownership

Merced County exports 
agricultural products 
to 91 countries.

The West Coast supply chain runs through Merced 
County making it an ideal location for inner and  
regional distribution centers.  

Merced County, with two railroads and three  
highways is at a crossroads for transporting goods.

For getting California agricultural consumer 
goods to market fast and efficiently, there is  
no better location than Merced County. 

rails & ports

www.co.merced.ca.us
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be in good Company 

An array of industries prosper in Merced County, including businesses representing agriculture,  
food processing, technology, manufacturing, renewable energy, financial services, back office  
operations, healthcare and education. 

Merced County is home to numerous high-profile divisional, regional and national headquarters  
and facilities.

largest employers in Merced County

Company Employment

Foster Poultry Farms 3,844 
UC Merced 1,607 
Mercy Medical Center 1,300 
Hilmar Cheese 1,000 
Dole Packaged Foods 987 
Merced College 971 
Quad Graphics 700 
Morning Star Company 635 
Ingomar Packaging Company 625 
Joseph Farms 400 
E&J Gallo Vineyards 350 
McLane Pacific 250 
SaveMart Distribution 230 
Pacific Gas & Electric 198
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Merced County  
grows more almonds than  

anywhere in the world.  

The E&J Gallo Winery is the 
largest winery in the world. 

The Livingston location 
is the largest winemaking 

facility in the world.  

Merced County’s  
dairy production is the  

largest in the world.

Google has entered into a 
lease agreement with Merced 
County to use 60 acres of land 
at Castle Commerce Center to 
help develop the company’s 
self-driving car technology.  

Google has also launched 
balloons at Castle Commerce 

Center for Project Loon,  
the cutting-edge balloon  
technology that provides 
Internet service to rural  

areas worldwide.

be a part of soMething big 
Impact

Boeing chose Merced County 
as a location for its 737 NG 
(New Generation) flight  
simulator which is being  
used to train pilots who will be 
certified to fly 737s globally. 

Morning Star  
processes  
25% of the  
California tomato  
production, and supplies  
approximately 40% of the  
U.S. industrial tomato paste 
and diced tomato markets.

Hilmar Cheese Company produces more 
cheese and whey from one site (Hilmar, 
CA) than any other manufacturer in the 
world.  Hilmar Cheese produces more than 
2.4 million pounds of cheese every day!
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Merced County is home to UC Merced, a major college in the University of California system.   
The Central Valley offers a wide variety of public and private schools, with robust programming  
in business and engineering.

Quality
Colleges provide eduCated talent 

Merced County demographic snapshot  

Merced County’s prime location provides employers all the advantages of doing business in 
California with the benefit of the state’s most affordable wage rate.  Employers can draw from a 
well-educated, skilled and motivated work force to help expand or relocate their companies to 
Merced County. 

County population:  266,353 
Total civilian labor force:  756,255 
Total population in the Merced labor shed:  1,668,234  
Average household income:  $59,169

Contact the Merced County Alliance for 
comprehensive demographic information, 
(209) 385-7686, ext. 2 or email  
mhendrickson@co.merced.ca.us. 
www.co.merced.ca.us

Major universities enrollment (Under graduate & graduate)

University of California, Merced, CA 6,195

California State University, Stanislaus 7,003

Turlock, CA (7 miles from Merced Co.)

California State University, Fresno 19,032

Fresno, CA (38 miles from Merced Co.)

Fresno Pacific University 3,650 
     (43 miles from Merced Co.)

University of the Pacific 5,759 
     (49 miles from Merced Co.)

Total enrollment six universities: 41,639

Additionally, there are six higher  
education institutions (colleges and 
junior colleges) within 50 miles of 
Merced County with a total enrollment 
of over 52,000 students.

www.co.merced.ca.us
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Go to our website to see our Quality 
of Life video and read more in our 
“You Belong Here” brochure. 
www.co.merced.ca.us

Residents of Merced County enjoy high standards in quality of life  
which shows in a strong sense of community pride.  Everything your  
employees want in a community is right here!

Lower cost of living and amenities galore •	

Exemplary schools•	

Modern health care •	

Home to a major University and Mercy Medical Center•	

Low crime rate•	

Recreation, nature and year-round community events•	

Agricultural attractions•	

2 hours east of the Pacific Ocean•	

30 minutes west of Yosemite National Park •	
Merced County is the gateway to Yosemite!

Quality
of life

Merced County Fair Merced Golf & Country Club



M
erced

 C
o

u
n

ty, C
a

lifo
rn

iaIncentives
benefiting business

state and local incentives  

Businesses looking to relocate or expand in Merced County can find several programs, opportuni-
ties, incentives and business friendly policies available.  The Merced County Economic Development 
Department can counsel you on these programs and direct businesses to state and local economic 
development incentives available in California. 

pacific gas and electric Company (pg&e)  
economic development electricity rate  

Offering eligible businesses the opportunity to lower energy costs through a reduced electric rate.

California employment hiring Credit  

Merced County was designated as 1 of 3 areas for the program based on wages $10 to $28 per hour 
(max credit $56K per employee; five year total; 2,000 hours).  Hiring credit is available for employees 
hired between Jan. 2014 – Jan. 2021. 

state sales tax exemption  

California Competes Credit  

Merced County regional foreign trade Zone incentives  

state research & development tax Credit  

recycling Market development Zone program

© Photo by Captivating Photos
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economic development services –  
here to serve you 

The Merced County Alliance and its 6 partner cities (Merced, 
Livingston, Atwater, Gustine, Los Banos and Dos Palos)  
serves as a single point of contact for companies, site  
selection consultants and corporate real estate executives 
examining the county.

Services provided include:

Fast track online permitting•	

Supplying county data and information•	

Small business development•	

Identifying sites and buildings•	

Compiling state and local incentives •	

Permit navigation assistance•	

Hosting corporate and consultant visits to Merced County•	

Counseling on the regulatory environment•	

Land use consultation•	

Delivering superior customer service through proactive  
engagement, innovation and creative solutions.

Go to our website to see our economic development video. 
www.co.merced.ca.us

the MerCed County allianCe
Contact

Contact: 
Mark J. Hendrickson, Director

Department of Community  
& Economic Development

Merced County 
2222 M Street 
Merced, CA 95340

Office (209) 385-7686 ext. 2 
Cell (209) 628-6147

mhendrickson@co.merced.ca.us 
www.co.merced.ca.us

on demand 
resources

Comprehensive  
24 page brochure 

with expanded  
economic develop-

ment and quality  
of life information.

12 page 
Labor 
Shed 

Overview  

16 page  
Ag Report 
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MerCed County, the easiest plaCe to do business 
  in the hardest state to do business in.

10 reasons to Move your business to  
Merced County, California  

Strategically located in the heart of the world’s 8th largest economy.1. 

Vast transportation infrastructure provides connectivity for business.2. 

Room for growth and emphasis on smart growth. 3. 

Pro-business government with an entrepreneurial spirit.4. 

Lower cost of doing business.5. 

Lower cost of living.6. 

Comprehensive work force development network.7. 

Educated and highly skilled work force.8. 

Excellent quality of life.9. 

Great weather. 10. 
Merced County has large  
land areas available for  

build-to-suit factories, warehouse 
and industrial facilities.

www.co.merced.ca.us



www.co.merced.ca.us

disCover the  
“other” California  

for business

Department of Community  
& Economic Development
Merced County 
2222 M Street 
Merced, CA 95340
Phone (209) 385-7686  


